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{(xvi)

- may be defined. Of al! the great Sufi poets of ths Indus Valley, it is

perhaps Sachal Sarmrast who provides us with the richest proportion of

such original surprises, and we may perhaps be allowed to conclude our

survey with a personal favourite, which deserves to stand withoat critical
comment:

* Plenty of tricks’ .

Be happy, beloved, be happy - o BT
Oh what can we do to amuse you? '

 TAs yogis in ashes
We'll wander about, _
If only to give you enjoyment.
We'll strip off our clothes,
we'll drink jars of wine,
If only you'll notice we’re here now.
We'll juggle with clubs,,
We'll shamelessly sing,

_ I{ only to draw your attention. '

We’li dance in the street,
We'll beat out the drum,
If only our tricks will divert you,
Like bears will we roar,
Like monkeys we’ll dance,
If only you’ll sit down beside us.
Thus Sachal, your dog,
Does thousands of tricks.
Just longing to tickle your fancy.

PN &%

* %
¥

* Page No. (xviii)
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- (xv)

" - Fiesh they eat, and drink blood too,
Rending with their claws.
See how they, as yet unfilled,
- Hover poised for blood ! .

Such vivid descriptions of the overwhelming power of the attrac-
tion of divine love are sometimes 'give_n additional force i Sachal by the
W stylistic device of pronouncing the ideal than the ‘real’. This rhetorical -

' trick is, of course, a splendid way of conveyiug the mystical understand-
ing of the naturc of existemce, It is used to mal_'\ic]_ibus effect in
another dokra; ‘ o

‘The eye-tigers’® *

Tha Jungle-tigers aré beaten by S - T .
The tigers of the eyes.

Whom none is able to escape,

Once fallen in their grasp.

= The Jungle-tigers leave at fast:
' These stand poised to kifl.
£y And they may not be made to quit,

Save by their lovers, death.

There is, 'ndeed probably no Siraiki poet. wh‘o ‘has rivalled the
direct force of such a dohra as this, and we need feel no surprise that
Khwaja Farid himself is known to have been a cIose adnnrer, sometimcs
even an imitator, of Sachal Sarmast.

Our illustrations of some of the most outstandmg features of
Sachal’s poetsy here have necessarily been presented the imperfeci
medium of verse translations that can only hope to capture a very small
' ? part of their originals’ quality, But the reader has the Siraiki text before -
him, and if this brief introduction of ours has hclp';:d in any way to
increase his enjoyment of this text and his appreciation of its autbor’s
stature, then our task wiil have been aclfieved.

Finally, let us acknowledge that one mark ofa poet is his happy ’
o faiture always to fit into the crltlc s lidy categories, however widcly these

* Page No. (xvu:)

http://www.muftbooks.blogspot.com/



 (iv) C -7

Since our illustrations have -so - far been eonﬁned to the kaﬁ, “let us _
present an exceptionally long and fine dohm, in which the poet’s sence
of: wonder at the divine beauty is expressed in a symbolic fashlon
‘ The -halr-partmg

I'saw the parting in that hair:

A spear, it seemed, lashed out. }

Or did there flow some s'we'nin g stream,

Between its doubie banks? -

Or else was it the scarlet crest

Of 1over-drowmng waves? _

Or else a curving bloody sword

Of lovely crimson Ted?

Or else a rainbow in the sky? <~ °

Some glittering lightning-flash?

Or else an arrow from the bow

Which struck on every side? _ : -

Or else-was it 4 tray for hearts? - ~

Or else some crescent moon? - =

Or did it wait to shed otir blood,
- On this our path of love? e

f

.. Thisis, of course, a theme which has been subjected to the weary
rcpetluon of i Aimages by many ghazal poets, buf what fresh life it receives
here from the vivid abruptness of the anaphora ‘with“which the slmiles
some old and some new, are plled up on one another '

In many other dakms of more zyp:eal Iength too, Sacha.l develops
lmages drawn from the conventional language of ihe ghazal tor create
‘short poems of stnkingly original power, as in;.

| W

‘The éye—hawks® = Y

~ Fair, the fair beloved’s eyes ,

Murder. wreakmg wrath 5 ’

- Takmg not a moment’s rest, _ . _ }
‘Dewn they swoop liks hawks, = T o ™

’ Page No €xviy) _ » Page No. 300f original fext
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_ It is on such poems as these—and how many splendid examples
fhcre are! —that 'mwh_bf Sachal’s reputation rests, jnst as it is to these
that the fambus prophecy said to have been made by Shah Abdel Latif
about the young boy most obviously refers. They ar¢ by no means
confined to the local lyrical style with its emphasis on the Jegend of Hir,
which we have so far considered. . Indeed, many of the finest kafis on -
this theme express it directly in tmﬁ:istakah_ly Islamic terms, which owe
little to local elements, as does this poem :

‘Who eciso?’ ¢

Iaonatexist,lmﬂ.@lymz_
- Who else darts looks of love ?

‘Thump, thump’ at the fair the tabor goes:
Who else should beat the denm 7

The rosary turns, but not the heart: -
‘Who else should telt the beads ?

Now when the Imams found martyrdom,
Who clse but you slew them ?

Poor Sachal is God’s meek hearted slave :
How else can [ please Him ?

This kafi is a typical example of many of Sachal’s best, not only
in the way in which it resorts to the mystic’s usua) device of the nega-
tive definition of the object of his adoration, God the Unknowable, but
also in its formal organization. Thia is based on ‘the rhetorical figure

‘called anaphora, in which suceessive clauses are introduced by the same

phrase. This figure was clearly ideally suited to Sachal’s habit of com.
posing his poems while in a state of rapture. Tt is also perfectly suited
to the formal siructurs of the kaff, with its successive verses interrupied
by the repetition of the refrain: and it is suited above all to the mystica)
kafi, in which it wondcrfully conveys the poet's.awe at the mystery which
lies at the centre of existence.

~ So it is hardly surprising that so many of Sachal’s most elevated
outpourings should rely for much of their effect on ‘this device of

anaphora, which we encounter not 6nly in the kafi, but also in the doh_rg, '

*" Page No. 121 original texs '
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that 1 migﬁt be kaown,* - The awe which this mystery inspires is beauti-
fully captured by such poems as the following, which is again very
simply wriiten in very short lines: . : :

“The mysterious yogi**

What came to Into your heart
Tomlkeygthaywhﬂ 3

Yes, leaving gladness, you
Took grief upon yourself,
Forsaking royal state,

You donned a yogi’s dress.
Love-guided you came here,
But there you did belong.
'O Takht Hazara’s tord, _
Why did you come to Jhang ?
Why did you let yourself -
Be racked by parting’s pain ?

When we are given such poem as this, we nced feel no regret that ~
Sachal restricted himself only to this legend in his Siraiki composition. 2
Many other aspects of the story of Hir receive a simifarly lofty treatment
but we may conclude with a particularly fine kafi, in which the characters
of the story are used to express the fundamental doctrine of the poet’s
mystical awareness, that of the unity of being: '

K

* All are gne?. **

I am Runja and the Khera,
So where does Hir remsin ?
Jhang Sial and Takht Hazara i . _
Are met in this one spot. _ ' ;
In that realm where we have journeyed _
Therc are indeed no names. ' '
Quite éngulfcd by rapture’s billows,
- There even Hir was lost.

Sachal, in this seamiess Oneness
No hairline crack can come.

* Pags No.98 of original text
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romantic heroines have an' important role in his -Sindhi. poetry. The
 association of the Hir legend with JThang, at the othér end of the Siraiki-
~ speaking area, must be assumed to underli¢ this “linguistic division: of
treatment. Many of the Jyrical themes through - which the poet’s
mystical love is expressed receive added ‘point by bclng put into the
month of H:r, as in this typical kdﬁ

<t ' "¢ Hir’s resolve * *

Leaving the land of my fathers, -
it travel to Ranjha’s domain-oh !

. Father and brother may stop me, -
. Mother may try to correct me— .
I'll cast off the Kheras and leave—~oh ! - N
Gathering round me, my girl-frieads - ' \
Humbly beseech and implore me] = .
. ‘Be sensible, take our advice —oh!,
N . Why should I potic® these others 7 -
_Taking up pen, ink,.and paper, -
- To. Ranjha 'l keep writing notes —oh !
Sachal is utterly saddened :
- Helplessly-sick and world weary -
-. 1 was from the start even- so=oh !t .

The repeated ‘oh’ at the end of each verse is ac haracteristic
device of the kafi, adding to its musicality, and often used to great effect
by Séchal As also so often, the final verse acts-as a personally
expressed key to the symbolle meamng of the wholé.poem.

 While Sachal did handle the wholc of the Hir &tory in Siraiki, by
sketehing out its chicf episodes in a set of linked dokra verses, it is his
sublime symbolic meditations on a few features of the légénd in his kafi
that must commend the greater attention. One feature of the legend to
which Sachal returns time and again is the abandonment by Ranjha of
- his position at home in Takht Hazara to set out with nothing, as a yogi,
in search of Hir. This is used by the poet as a ‘symbolic iltustration
of the famous mystical Tradition, ‘I wasa Indden treasure, and desired
B *.- Page 40 of original text -
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It'is, however, in the third verse form that Sachal's greatest
Siraiki poetry is expressed. This is the kafi, a set of rhyming verses
beaded by a refrain that is repeated after each, which is the form of the
' focal poetry most ideally fitted for the musical expression of the yearning
feelings of love. In the mystical poets, the feelings so expressed are, of
- course, always to be understood as those of the soul for God: but the

lyrical appeal of the kafi derives from the convention of the gxpression
of the poet-mystic’s feelings through th_e' mouth of a young girl awaiting

her absent lover.

Quite a number of Sachal’s very numerous Siraiki kafis depend
for - their effect on the very simpliclty with which “thls traditional local
convention is employed, as in this short-example: '

‘A Ple.a" .

L Come to my courtyard, come : '
! Leave not your hanger-on !

Such as I am, I am yours- @ .

Banish me not from your thoughts,

‘Stay with me always, my love : .
- Do not go off far away. .~

Dog-like I stand at your door,

Waiting for you to approach.

Even from this one example, and allowing for the fact that it is

hardly possible to reproduce the rhymes in Eoglish in a natural fashion

_Which will convey the charm of the original, it will be apparent that

simplicity and directness of expression are notable featurss of Sachal’s

handling of the local dyrical style. - It would, in fact, be inappropriate

to seek to find in Sacbal’s kafis the. complex mixture of themes that
characterize many of those by khawja Farid.

rence from Khwaja Farid,” with his

A second point of diffe
e local romantic legends to enhance -

. encyclopaedic use of so many of th _
the allusiveness of his lyrics, is that Sacbal draws only upon the romance

of Hir and Ranjha in his. Siraiki - Verse, although many otber local

A,

i
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‘ These problems are, however, important only because of the
';_. ' supreme. quality of Sachal’s Siraiki compositions, which deserve to
| appear in a form as neat to the original as possible. It should be said
that such difficulties useally involve questions of detail, and that the

overall character of his pOétry stands out in majestic cla'rity.

As was suggested at the beginning of this intreduction, this
poctry owes much of its richaess to the blending of learned and popular
clements. In an sarlier paper, Styles and ihemes.in the Siraiki miysiical
.poetry of Sind (Bazme-Sagafat, Multan, 1976), I tried to show how
Sachal’s Siraiki poetry could . be analysed as being written in three
distinct, but interweaving styles. These 1 called. the ‘Islamic style’, in
which the ideas of mysncal theology are straight- forwardly expressed;
the ‘persian style’, in which the conventional language and images of the
classical Persian ghazal are pressed into service and given further develop-

ment; and the ‘local style’, in which the traditonal elements of the Jocal
folk-poetry are relied upon.

e
4t

This is, of courss, only one of the several possible critical oppro-
aches to this rich poetry, and there is no need for it to be greatly
elaborated here. It may, however. be helpful to remark that these styles
do broadly correspond to the three Kkinds of verse form employed by
Sachal, although all these forms are of course local in origin and usually:
written in local metres. The longest form is the Sikarfi which has 30
_ verses or stanzas, headed by the letters of the Arabic alphabet. There
.. are several examples of the S:kacﬁ in Sachal s Siraiki works, usually
' -setting forth sufi teachings in a fairiy direct_ fashion - Fine as some of

them are, and important as they are for understanding the poets ideas, it
o " cannot be said that they constituté the most appealing part of his poctry. -

For this we have to turn to the shorter form, in which his ecstatic
utterances Were typically cast to the greafest effect. The shortest of these
_? 13 that favourits of the humbler kind of populsr verse, the dokra, usually

a thyming poem of four lines. Perhaps no Siraiki poet has used the

_dohra to greater effect than Sachal, \nho makes parucularly fine use of it

" to develop striking i images of the power of the divine beauty that far

_ transcend the conventional themes of the ghazal in which these lmagcs
e often seem to have the:r origins. -

~)
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) Persian  mystical poets, Maglana Jalal-ud-Din Ruami {d. 1284), as
descrlbcd by Daulatshah :

‘There was a pl“al‘ in the Maulana s house, aud when he
was drowned in the ocean of love he uvsed to take hold of
that pillar and set himself turning round it. Meanwhile
he versified and dictated, and people wrote down the
verses.’ o '

1t is, of course, through the continnance of this tradition of
musical preformance — although the performers are nowadays usuvally

-profassional musicions — thai the popular appeal of Sachal’s poetry has

been maintained : and it is, for the most part, marvellously- suited to
this purpose. It does, however, nced to be reatized that tbe nature of

this poetry, the manner of its composition, the way in which it has been

trapsmitted, and the very abundance of its quantity atl make for great
difficuities in trying to establish a completely accurate and rehablc text,

‘Many of these problems are shared by the other local Sufi poets,

especiatly that raised by the alterations and variations introduced by the
singers who have kept their poetry alive over the generations : it is,
indeed, probably only in the case of Khwaja Farid that we possess a pro-
perly reliable text which can act as a touchstone for the rejection of

~later igventions. But for Sachal, whose Siraiki works are more exien-

sive than those of any other major poet, these problems are pariicularly

‘acute. - Nor is it possible entirely to disregard the purely linguistic diffi-

culties involved in assessing the work of a poet who composed exten-
sively in two quite closely related languages. Besides being quite the

- finest, Sachal is also one of the carliest poets of Sind to have ‘written in

Siraiki. While his Siraiki is generally quite pure, it naturally shows
some of the special features of the Siraiki of Sind, which are due to inter-

‘action with the Sindi with which it has so long been billingually spoken

in much of the region. Many purely Sindhi words are, besides, intero-
duced here and there for poetic reasons, as often for the purpose of provi-
ding convenient rhymcs These factors again increase the difficulty of
the editor’s task, although it may be observed that the same situation

~ applies in reverse when the Siraiki-clements in Sachal’s Sindhi verses are |
- encountered.
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- The most notable of these accounts tells .0f how Sachal sacrificed his

only _sdn, in order to save the sick child of Mir Rustam Khan. Apart

. from this one son, the issue of his marriage with his uncle's daughter,

Sachal had no offspring, The main line of spiritual successorship
passed through his uncle’s line, and he htmself had no formal disciples,
only personal followers.

So, when he died in 1827, only sixteen years before the British
conquest of Sind begah to bring to an end. many aspects of that world in
which he had lived his long life of 88 years, Sachal left no pcrsonal heirs
in either physical or spiritua) descent from himself. But no personai
heirs, surely, could have survived with the success achieved by the

* . vibrantly expressed message of his poetry, which remains as his true

memorial. And this, without doubt is as he would have wished it to
be.  As he said in a Persian poem.: :

 Know that the world’s work is slmply a worry,
Ending at last in but sorrow and remorse.
Hasten to pass by the evils of wiseness :
Good can be found in but madness and raptore !

" The ecstatic tone of almost all Sachal Sarmast’s Siraiki- poetry

- fully bears out the traditiona! account of the saint—poet’s' manner of

composition. He is said to have créated most of his poctry in an extem-

- pore fashion while in a state of wmystical rapture It would tvplca”y

first be uttered by him to the accompamment of a drum out in the open
country. When he emerged from such ‘trance-like states, he is said to

‘have had no recollection of what he bad composed. Hl_s followel_js

would, however, record his vtterances un the spot : bur, after he had
once discovered the notebooks filled with their (ranscriptions and
ordered them all to be ‘burnt, they used to keep what they had written
down secret from hlm At his death 936,606 verses are said to have
been copied down in this manner, alihough much has been subseqently
lost : this huge total is perhaps not entirely implausible, given the great
length of his life. Ther¢ is certainly nothing improbabls about Sachal’s
poetfy having been mostly composed in the way described. Apart from
the internal evidence of our present collections, this ecstatic. and extem-

" pore style of composition strikingly recalls that of the greatest of all
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~ rather than those of the;r dlSClp!es Is precisely because of the generally
. superior opportunities for formal education in the traditional Islamic sub-
jects that their more privileged background afforded. Less tutored disciples
- might, and did, compose lyrics of great sweetness, but it was the scions
of the spiritual dynasties who were able to achieve that blead of- learned
and folk ;Iements which is the. particular glory of the local mystical
literature. This blendmg 18, of course, especially striking in the unique
rlchness of texture achieved by many of the greatest of Khwaja Farid’s

poems, but the achlevements of Shah Abdul Latif and Sachal Sarmast -

are ﬂqua]fy unthinkable without it. For the present, it will be .saffi-

cient to cite the pamcuiar reverence for the works of the great classical

master of Perstan mystical poetry, Fand- ud-Din Autar {(d. c. 1:25),
which is so frequeutiy express..d by Sachal in h:s poetry.

Al accounts agree that Sachal spent the earlier part of his life in .

strict. obscrvancc of the regulations of islam, but that in middle age he
partly abandoned this for prolonged states of ‘mystical absorption, al-
though even then he'did not allow himself ‘to fall in -the antinomian
pattern of wme-drmkmg and. drug-taking tradnwnally followed.: by so
many. ecstatic Sufis.  Sachal was, however, greatly interested in music —
almost-equally frowned wpon by the strictest orthodoxy — and himself
played the tubla and sarangi. - He is also said o have taken considerable
* trouble over the selection of the appropriate rags for the performance. of
his poems : this'again recalls the close interest taken by Kbwaja Farid
in the musical performance of his own verses, especially through -his
intimate assoc:auon with his. chief musician, Barkat Ali. -

Thc exterior events of Sachal’s long hfe appcar to have been '

generaliy unremarkable and he. .seems seldom to have travelled far
beyond tire surroundlngs of Daraza, except to visit the major shrines of
the region. Most of the specific anecdotes about his iife which  have
been preserved connect him with that branch of the Talpur dynesty
which assumed rule in Khairpor in his later years. The great - favour
and respect shown to him by the Talpur princes is- stressed, particularly
in view of theit religious beliefs and the saint’s descent from the Caliph
‘Umar. Several stories tell of the way in which be was able to use his
influence with the rulipg family for the benefit of deserving 's'uppliant_s-;
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*Sachal Sarmast” means something in Enghsh like *Truekin the God :
drunk’

r

A famous anecdote, repeatcd in all sources, coitnects the young .

‘Sachal with the great Sindhi Sufi poet, Shah Abdul Latif (*689-1752).

He is alieged to have seen the boy on a visit to his grandfather in

Daraza, and to have said, *This child shall Iift the lid of the pot which

we are boiling *  This is taken to have becn a-prophétic allusion to the
more explicit tone of Sachal’s mystical poetry ~ While the story reflects

a just appreciation of Sachal’s position as Shah Abdul Latif’s greatest

poeuc successor, it seems sadly likely that it is the later product of a

typical picus elaboration, like the similar story which would link Sachal

with his later poetic he} Bedil of Robri {1814-1872), about whom he is -
ajleged to have said, ‘We are incarnated in him.’ :

. We are on firmer ground when we come 1o the circumstances of
Sachal’s family. His father died-in 1745, and he was brought up by his
uncle, Abdul Hag, who became his spiritual director also, as the
appointed successor to his grandfathcr, Miyan Sahib-dino. Sachal pays
continual tribute in his poetry to the spiritual tutelage of Abdul Haq.
In these circumstances of his upbringing, we may disccrn a more real
resemblance to those of the greatest Siraiki poet, Khwaja Ghulam Farid
(1845-1901), than anything suggested by the pious anecdote linking him

* with Shah Abdul Latif For Khwaja Farid was also orphaned at an early

age, and brought up by his fathes’s successor, his brother Khwaja
Fakhr-¢ Jahan. And, like those of Sachal, Khwaja Farid's pocms
too frequently bear witness to the veneration with which He
regarded the spiritual director so nearly related to him, who was yet not
bis father. Do we bave, in this similarity in the childhood circumstan-
ces of these two great poets, sufficient grounds for speculation about the

~ psychological or:gms of that yearning guality which is so important an

ingredient in the unique appeal of their mysucal hymps ?

Sachal’s forrna} schooling in the traditional subjects of the time was
undertaken by one Hafiz Abdullah, and the poet’s subsequent proficien-
cy in Persian is not the least of the many testimonies to the thoroughness
of his grounding. Tt is worth remarkmg that the reason that so high a -
proportlon of the best local poets of those days came from plrs families
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own short-iwcd rivalries, a last ﬁowerlng of the old classical Islamic civi:
Tlization, before its patterns were profoundly disturbed and changed by

- the influences later released by the temporary :mposmon of British
supremacy.

- Within that as yet- substantla!ly unchanged -society, thc petty

courts of the princes dld indeed continue to foster the old forms _of '_
literature, but the Persian verses of their prolific court-poets. are now

deservedly forgotten. The literature which lives on today from that
period was written in the local languages, and it was the product not. of
the courts of the princess, but of the courts of the saints. Although the
- vital support which they derived from the princes’ protection and patro-
nage is not to be forgoiten, it was the pirs of the shrines and some few
of their disciples who alone were able to pass on:a living lterary heri-
tage. This they did by employing 10 native forms and images of the
local poetry, and blending these with the reources of the classical tradi-
tion, to create a richly varied medium for (he powerful expression of
their mystical insight, above all into the mystery of hama ost, the unity
of all creation with its only Creator.. It is this Sufi poetry which domi-
nates the classic local liteatores as unambiguously 2s the endless flatness
of the {ocal landscape is dominated- by the great tiled domes of the saints
- of those bygone times.

-~ Sachal Sarmast, later to be one of the greatest contributors to
these literatures, and to be entombed beneath Just such a dome, was born

in 1739 into a family which traced its descent from the Caliph Umer

- through an immigrant to Sind in the original invasion of Mahammad b.
Qasim. While this family bad long been prominent in Sind, both as
officials and as scholars, it was Sachal’s grandfather, kqown as Miyan
Sahib dino (1689 1778), who achieved ‘a great reputation as an out-
standing spiritual figure. Sachal was born at his grandfather's residence
at Daraza, in Khairpur in Upper Sied, which had bécome an important
shrine and centre of pilgrimage. The poet’s given name was Abdul
Wahhab.  ‘Sachal,’ or ‘Sachu’, was a pet name he received from his

family, which he later used as signature in his poems in the local langu-

‘ages, while *‘Sarmast® was a description later bestowed upon him on
account of thie ecstatic tone of his life and verse The double title
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are; it may neverthéless be gnite reasonably asked if the light of uncriri-

- cal veneration which has tended to be more or less exclusively focussed:

on them slone — sometimes, it may be observed, for reasons thar have
only a remote connexion with literary values | — has not led to an
undue lengthening of their shadows over the figures of other “writers of
comparable, if not quite equal, importance. In ‘the galleries of both

- Sindhi and Siraiki literature, Sacha! Sarmast is one of the most signifi-

cant of such figures, who' deserve to have the spotlight of critical atten-

- tion dirécted, at them in order to dispel the blurring of their _ﬁosition
by the pverhanging shadows of the giants, '

-

.. Of the two, it is Sachal’s S_ifaiki verse which stands in even more
need of such attention than does the Sindhi. This imbalance does not
reselt from any reasons intrinsic 1o the poetry itself: for, both in quanti-
ty and quality, there is little to choose between his ‘poems ‘in either
language_. Itis rather to be .attributed to- the very much slower and
smaller start that it has proved possible to make, for various social, cul-
tural, and political reasons,in the critical stady of the older Siraiki
literature, when this is compared with the very real achivemerits of the
work which has been done on the classics of Sindhi,

Not the Teast of these obstacles has been the paralie] use of both

‘the Urdu and the Sindhi scripts for writing Siraiki,- making a unified
~approach to its litersture much more difficuls.  So “the present

praiseworthy initiative of the Bazmé—Saqafa’t,_in_'issuing Sachal’s Straiki
;_)_o_e_t_rj in the former script, should succeed in at last bringing its glories
li)#forép'wider audience of his countrymen than have hitherio  been able
éaﬁsi__ly to read it. In this brief introduction ‘to the Siraiki works of
§aqﬁal n :h'_éir fresh guise, it will be our purpose only to say _someth_ing

of th'é__béékground against which this poetry was produced, by }apidly

sketching the circumstances of its author’s life, and than to draw “atten- -
tion to some of its most ou tstanding beauties.

Like so many of the greatest centributors to the classic Muslim
literatures written in the local languages of the Tndus Valiey, Sachal
Sarmast Jived in that uneasy period of the 18th and early 19th ‘centuries.

. The local dynasties that had succeeded the collapse of the central autho-
tity of the Mughal Empire in the rigion permitted, while pursuing their
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 Sindbi and Siraiki. So this extraordinary versatility of his output, let
alone its quality, does give Sachal Sarmast a very special right to the
_title of a national poet. - ' B

ke L

'And yet it is difficult to avoid feeling that this uniquely all-

embracing poetic versatility has most uhfurtunately resutted in a delay
in the proper establishment of his critical reputation which is equaily
unique, when contrasted with the fulsome treatment accorded most of
_' the other classic poets of his rank from the literary past of Pakisian.
The reasons for this undue neglect are not, we may think, far to seek.
The virtually complete supplanting of Persian by Urdu in recent times
has caused the glory of even the most illustrious native poets of former

days who worked in the medium of the classical language to be pro- - -
gressively dimmed by unfamitiarity. - It cannot, therefore, be hoped that -

“Sachal’s large body of compositions in Persian will prove to be of much
direct service in eiihancing his present reputation outside a rather smail

cirele of readers : and so, by a cruel irony, his choice of pen-name for

his Persian verse — ‘Ashkara’, or ‘the Open’ — can no longer really be
held appropriate. While there is no formal obstacle to the present
appreciation of his Urdu ghazals, these are both too few in pumber and
{let it be said) insufficiently distingushed in poetic quality for any claims
for the poet’s better recongnition to be primarily based upon them.

The situation is, of course, quire different where Sachal’s copious
~ verse in the popular tradition is concerned. Whether written in Sindhi
- .of Siraiki, this has continued, since the time of its composition, to enjoy
a deep, genuine, and quite widespread popular appeal in the best sense,
although thig appeal has very naturally been most powerfully felt in Upper
~ /Sind, the region of the poet’s birth. Her¢. too, though, this enduring

poputlar appeat has failed to give rise to very much in the way of serious
“critical appreciation : for it has been the misfortunic of -Sachal to be

unduly evershadowed in the literatures of botk languages, by a great

predecessor in the one, and by a great successor in the other.

Now no one with any faculty for literary appreciation would for
* ope moment seriously wish to devatue the special position of primacy
universally accorded to Shah Abdul Latif of Bhit in Sindhi poetry, “and
 to Khwaja Ghulam Farid of Chacharan in Siraiki. Giants as these two
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FsacuaL ___SARMAST AND HIS si‘nmm POETRY

By

C. SHACKLE

- NE of the most striking features of the literary heritage of
Pakistap is the rich variety of the media through which it has been
3 expressed We have on the-one hand, the classical and learnéd tradition
' of composition in Persian, which was maintained and recorded through
50 many centories, and to which Urdu, now the national language of the
country, has become the patural heir in more recent times. - On .the
§ other hand, there is what may be. called the popular tradition of conpo-
¢ sition that has flourished in paraltet fashion in al} the several Tegional
- languages of the Indus valley and the adjacent areas. This popular
; tradition has paturally derived much of its inspiration from folk-
_elements, although it would be misleading not 1o recognize that nearly
all the most outstanding writers who worked within it were also pro-
- foundly influenced in the siyle of tneir poetic expresslons in the local

languages by their education in the elassical tradition. '

Among the many great ﬁgurcs of this Yaried literary heritage, the

* ~ place of Sachal Sarmast is un‘ique." Most of the important poets worked

- either in one or in the other of the two parallel traditions of literature,

f ‘and, if they chose the popular tradition for their expression, naturally

+ adopred their own regional mother-tongue as their exclusive medlum of
expression. But Sachal Sarmast not only composed abundamly in the
classical medium of Persian, as well as, if to a much lesser extent, in "

Urdu.. He was also a master-poet of the popular tradition, not’ just lin
-one regional language, like nearly al} his peers, but in two; for his poetry

 enjoys the undisputed status of a classic in the literary pantheons of both

http://www.muftbooks.blogspot.com/



@ﬁ&%@ﬁ@%i‘g el

His i}
SIRAIKI POETRY @
BY ’ﬁ

ASLAM RASULPURI
lNTﬁODUCTlON IN ENGLISH

BY

London University

PUBLISHED BY

Bazme Saqafat Multan.

4 MAT MEHARBAN CHOWK FOWARA

\
;
DR. C. SHACKLE g
N
\
\
)

R R P O e

N \n.—

http://www.muftbooks.blogspot.com/



